Delegate Johnny S. Joannou, 79th District
Dear Delegate Johnny S. Joannou:
After a twenty-four year absence in the community, the Portsmouth Unit of Virginia Cooperative Extension reopened in 2000. During the past nine (9) years they have amassed a number of programs that have positively impacted the lives of our citizens.

In the City of Portsmouth, Cooperative Extension Programs have had a significant impact in our community and schools by providing:

· SOL supported Environmental Education for community schools
· Childhood Obesity Prevention programs (Healthy Weights for Healthy Kids)
· Chronic Disease Prevention Education programs (Small Steps to Health and Wealth) 
· Financial Management Counseling 

·  Nutrition Education for limited resource adults and families
· Urban Landscaping Education to improve the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
· 4-H provided Character Counts Youth Leadership training in after school programs in Portsmouth and across the state
In 2009, Extension Programs reached more than 2.2 million Virginians across the state and generated more than $75.8 million dollars to support research, which provided the ability to address critical needs of the Commonwealth.

The Extension Programs in the City of Portsmouth is playing a major role throughout the Commonwealth in meeting the needs of citizens through Agriculture and Natural Resources, 4- H Youth Development, and Family and Consumer Sciences.

Please be advised that closing the Portsmouth Office of Virginia Cooperative Extension will produce a direct negative impact on the citizens of Portsmouth.  Therefore, we are urging you to keep this vital office open.
Thanking you for your time and consideration to this matter, I am 

Very Respectfully,

Margaret Thorne, Chairman

Portsmouth Extension Leadership Council
cc: Senator L. Louise Lucas, 18th District
      Senator Frederick M. Quayle, 13th District
      Senator Mamie E. Locke, 2nd District
      Delegate Kenneth R. Melvin, 80th District      

