                               Frequently Asked Questions
How do I get there?

    Usually folks drive, it’s about 6 hours within the speed limit. The fastest way is I-64 to I-81 to 460 Blacksburg, VT. A more scenic route is US 460, takes a little longer. You can go it alone or get involved with a car pool to share gas and cost. 

Where do I stay?

     Several different opportunities depending on your particular situation:  Note all prices are from 2007
      VT Dormitory  single *$56.15 or double rate *$45.65-no co-ed facilities (Shared bathroom) 3 rooms per suite
        * Room and board cost three meals in dining facility

      Married couples: last year Graduate Student Housing based on rooms available

 **    Inn at Virginia Tech Approx $100 per night

      Several local motels: Hawthorne Suites, Red Lion Inn, Hampton Inn, Microtel, etc.  “Google” for most current information.

 ** Staying at other areas instead of dorms will require meal by meal payment or a separate meal card Meal card $20.65/day or Breakfast $4.75 Lunch $7.15 or Dinner $8.75

Where do I eat?
 D-2 Dining facility is close to dorms and most people will congregate in this area. Meal cards or cash are utilized, no credit cards. At least no credit cards last year, may have changed by now. Should note that D-2 was ranked as the third best college feeder in the nation, there’s quite a variety of foods.
There are other smaller food service areas on campus. Additionally, the Inn at Virginia Tech offers a very upscale/expensive dining area.

Lots of different facilities to eat off campus.

Where do I park my car?
   Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, park only in the area designated by the “hang tag” which you will receive. If you do not, I assure you  a ticket will be waiting.  On Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday you can park almost anywhere on campus.
What is the cost of Registration?
  Registration for MG College has stayed consistently at $125
   Discounts for registration based on volunteer hours at the end of the previous calendar year are as follows:

     250 hours: 20%       500 hours:  40%          1000 hours:  60%  
    2000 thru 4000 hours: 80% 

    Over 5000 hours: Complimentary Registration 
Are there any additional costs?

   Some of the choices you make will cost extra, ie. Some of the tours have an additional charge to cover transportation, etc.
  Silent Auction-can spend a lot of money here.

  Plant Sale-most are well priced.

When can I register and how?
   There are two separate registration processes, one for housing and meals and one for MG College.
   Registration can be accomplished either on-line or by “snail mail.” There is no advantage, since registrations will not be accepted or processed until those without computers have opportunity to register.
   Last year our goal was to make registration available by 1 May, but it was delayed . Registration for College will be accomplished as early as possible and I’ll let you know as soon as I know. 

Registration and selection for concurrent sessions and tours is very competitive, many of the classes have limited numbers of openings. Some are offered twice and the popular ones are offered every year. Once accepted, you will receive a ticket for that tour or class. 
Is there a lot of walking involved?
In a word, yes. The distance from the dorm (New Residence East) to the main meeting site (Torgeson Hall) is about ¾ to 1 mile depending on what route you take. It’s an easy walk, particularly after eating. For those with infirmities, there is a shuttle service available that runs for morning, noon and after classes. 
How many volunteer hours can I get at MG College?
Actually, quite a lot. Travel to and from Virginia Beach and Virginia Tech. Tours completed, general and concurrent sessions. The Awards Ceremony and VMGA Annual meeting. No hours for socializing at lunch or after hours. You will be asked to provide a listing of the classes, etc for which you are claiming hours.
What are some of the benefits of attending MG College?
 First and foremost, you will have the opportunity to learn; new applications, latest information, listen to great speakers, meet new people, or go through the VT Display Gardens which are always open. The hidden benefits are some of the greatest, you get to meet other MG’s from around the State and compare programs and share knowledge. As you compare and discuss, you will find that Virginia Beach is one of the largest and most active Units in the State, we have a multitude of different programs and projects. Many of us spend a lot of time sharing our methods and providing recommendations to other Units. 
HINTS FOR MASTER GARDENER COLLEGE


For those of you who are attending MGC for the first time, here are a few hints which might make your visit more comfortable.

If you are staying in the dorms, the rooms are sparse and are very cool (cold).  They provide sheets and pillow cases; however, you will find that they feel like loufa.  If you don’t want your skin removed, you will need to take your own sheets and pillow case (they provide pillows; however, they are not plump).  (Note: I have been taking a sleeping bag as I find this eliminates so much linen).   They do provide blankets.

Towels are provided; however, they are not soft like home, so take what you think you’ll need for the time you are in attendance.  The bathrooms are two toilets and two showers.  Remember, there are three rooms in each unit, plus a seating area.  Depending on how many stay in each room (designed for two to each room), there may be six of you sharing the bath facilities.  Take all toiletries, as well as a hair dryer if you need.  I also take a small plastic table (the one that you take apart and the legs fit into the top) in order that I can put my clothes on it when I shower.  Also, we take an extra towel or bath mat for stepping out of the shower.  NOTE:  WE ARE ROUGHING IT.

Make sure you take comfortable shoes.  There is a lot of walking.  

Make sure you take all medications you may need.  Also, take some aspirin or other product in case you are uncomfortable in the evening from all the walking.  I found that I’m not use to all the walking up and down small hills and steps.  

The classrooms are usually cool so take a sweater or lightweight jacket in order that you are not chilled while in class.  

Everyone normally wears shorts, jeans or cotton pants.  If you have Va. Beach MG shirts, wear them as it lets everyone know what unit you are from and also makes packing easy.  Many of us found that what you wore in the morning was worn throughout the day.  Your day is completely planned.  

Meals are provided in the cafeteria and you have a large assortment to choose from.  (Too many choices, too little time – ha ha ).

Take an umbrella or light rainwear.   The disposable rainwear is great and can be purchased at Dollar Store, Big Lot, etc.  (Note:  I believe it’s about $1).  

Take your camera as the campus of Va. Tech is beautiful and you will want to take pictures of your group and other units, as well.  You can show these pictures reflecting how much fun your unit had at college and use these photographs in years to come.   

If you have additional questions, just give me a call or e-mail. 

Fran Shelton

721-2948

franshelton@cox.net 

